“The Necklace”
Pre Reading Activity
List five things you own that you value highly.  Order them from most to least important.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
Indicate on the list above the items that you value because other people will think highly of you.

During Reading Activity.
Complete the Problem/Solution chart below.  Sometimes the plot is made up of several separate, but related, problems.  In this story, the main characters, Monsieur and Madame Loisel, encounter three main problems.  Identify each problem and its solution as you read.
Problem						Solution
1.

2.

3.

Questions for discussion.
1.  The first six paragraphs of the story tell about the life Madame Loisel wishes to lead and the life she really leads.  What details bring out this contrast?

2.  Madam Loisel wishes to have an expensive dress for the reception.  How does her husband react to her wish?

What does this incident reveal about the values of Madam Loisel and of her husband?

3.  What reason does Madam Loisel give for needing a jewel to go with her dress?


Do you think her concern is reasonable or foolish?

Why does she choose the necklace rather than any of the other pieces of jewelry?

4.  At the reception, what incident shows the contrast between Madam Loisel’s apparent situation in life and her true situation?


What incident contrasts her values with her husband’s values?

After the Loisels leave to go home, what incident suggests a return to her true life?

5. What actions do the Loisels take to replace the necklace?

What qualities of character are revealed by these actions?

Why do you think they do not tell Madame Forestier that they have lost the necklace?

6. How does Madam Loisel’s character change as a result of the hardships she has to endure?

Do you think her values change?  Give reasons for your answer.
7.  “The Necklace” is famous for its surprise ending.  How does the surprise drive home the story’s theme – the underlying idea about true and false values.

8.  What is the author’s attitude toward Mathilde Loisel?

Does his attitude toward her change by the end of the story?  Give reasons for your answer.

9.  Remember the three main problems and solutions that you identified.  Decide how wisely the Loisels solved each problem.  


What other solutions might they have found?

Post Reading activity
Choose one of the following activities to complete.

1. Write a sequel to “The Necklace”.  Tell how Madame Loisel reacts to the discovery that the necklace is paste.  How does this discovery affect the lives of Madame Loisel and her husband.

2.  In groups of three, create a pantomime that tells the entire story of “The Necklace” in no more than three minutes.  Remember that pantomimes use only actions and gestures, no words.  Rehearse your pantomime and then perform it for the class.







