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	In Ghost Medicine, written by Andrew Smith, the story shows the importance of friendships. Sixteen year old Troy Stotts recently lost his mother before he fell in love with one of his best friend’s sister, Luz. Troy, Gabriel, and Tommy (the other best friend) loved riding and taming horses. Through their love of riding horses, the three friends grow closer. From this they see each other every day because they all work for Gabe’s father caring for horses. This book shows the bond between strong friendships, proves the only thing that matters in relationships takes place in the heart of a person and not on the outside, and shows how one of the main characters finds true love. 
	“Gabey saved you.” (310) Troy Stotts said to Tommy. When Gabe saved Troy one summer day, the author shows that true friends would do anything for each other, and that they always try their hardest to help one another. Even though Gabe didn’t reach his goal in saving Tom’s life, he still did the best that he could and showed what good friendship consists of. By staying with him and using all of his resources and time that he could to attempt to save Tom’s life, Gabe shows that real friends care for each other and these friendships last and become strong. 
	“I’d punch you but I bet you’re big enough to take me now.” (344). Gabe, once looked at as a scared young boy by his family and friends, proved opposite on the inside as a strong, unflinching young man. The day that Gabe saved Tom, the sheriff’s son stood over Tom, ready to end his life by holding him at gunpoint. After getting shot once in the shoulder, Tom feared for his life. Coming from behind, Gabe threw a rock at the sheriff’s son, causing him to fall into the water and spare Tom. This situation shows that Gabe, though weak in appearance, had courage and put his fear aside to save his friend’s life.
	“And I never worried about her father again because I knew there was nothing in this world that could ever pull me away from her.” (355) Because of the days Troy spent at Gabe’s house, he developed feelings for Luz. Troy fell for Luz in part to her beauty and kindness. These feelings for Luz gave Troy a sense of happiness and he felt he had purpose in his life. Luz filled the emptiness that filled Troy with sadness as a result of his mother’s death, and the two loved each other unconditionally.
	This book shows the bond between strong friendships, proves the only thing that matters in relationships takes place in the heart of a person and not on the outside, and shows how one of the main characters finds true love. Gabe kept his true friendship and helped his friends. Gabe found his courage and saved Troy on that horrifying summer day. “Three boys rode up there. Not one of them came back. Maybe all boys die like that.” (357)
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