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TKAM Selective Reading Guide
Chapters 8 – 11
As you read the next section of text, Chapters 8 – 11, answer the following questions.  Remember to keep in mind the discussion we have had prior to this text.
1.  What does Scout’s reaction to the snow tells us, not only about the weather, but also about the narrator herself?


2.  What role do the men take on when Miss Maudie’s house begins to burn down?  What are the women doing during this time, and what does that say about society at this time?



3.  We learn that Atticus is defending an African-American man.  Scout uses the word “nigger” and is reprimanded by Jem for it, what does he tell er about the word, and what does his response tell us about him as well as the society they are growing up in?


4.  Atticus refers to the Civil War in more than one place.  Note his statements regarding the Civil War and then determine whether or not you think he believes he can win  Tom Robinson’s case.



5.  Francis, Scout and Jem’s cousin, sue the term “nigger-lover” to refer to atticus in a derogatory way. Scout and Francis get into a fight over the reference, try to interpret the situation into a modern day scenario and give an example.




6.  Try to interpret what Atticus means when he tells Jem tha “it is a sin to kill a mockingbird”.


7.  Why do you think Atticus is asked to shoot the rabid dog, we find out later in the scene by Miss Maudie’s response to the incident? Jem and Scout are quite surprised about this ability to say the least – what does this suggest about their relationship and knowledge of their father.


8.  Scout confronts Atticus as to why he is defending Tom Robinson as well as mentions that most people in town think that Atticus is wrong for defending him.  Why do you think Scout reacts this way, and what does Atticus’ response to her questions suggest about his characters not just as an attorney, but also as a man?



9.  Jem is saddened by Mrs. Dubose passing.  After the incidents of the prior month why do you think Jem responds in such a way to a flower in a box?
