Name __________________________________________
“ The Cask of Amontillado” by Edgar Allan Poe
1.  Discuss the meaning of the title.

2.  In the opening paragraph Montresor speaks of carrying out his revenge with “impunity” – with freedom from risk or punishment.  Give a step-by-step account of his plan.




3.  The story takes place during the carnival season.  During such a season there are many parties and costume balls.  People often appear in the streets in costume, as Fortunato does.  Why is it appropriate for Fortunato to wear a jester’s costume?


4.  Montresor speaks of bearing the “thousand injuries of Fortunato.”
a. From what you learn of Fortunato through his words and actions, do you think he has deliberately injured Montresor?  Explain. (For example, if he had, he would be cautious in his dealings with Montresor. Is he?)


b.  What does the mention of the “thousand injuries” tell you about Montresor?

5.  The last part of the story, after Montresor has chained Fortunato to the granite wall, is told in considerable detail to arouse the reader’s horror.
a. Point out some of the details.


b.  How does Montresor’s matter-of-fact account of these details heighten the effect of horror?


6.  Dramatic irony results when the reader knows something that a character does not know.  Montresor is proud of his revenge and considers it an act of justice.  Do you think the author meant you to share Montresor’s attitude?  Give details in the story to support your answer.
