Blogs

According to WikiPedia, “A weblog, web log or simply a blog, is a web application which contains periodic time-stamped posts on a common webpage. These posts are often but not necessarily in reverse chronological order. Such a website would typically be accessible to any Internet user.”


Task 1: Setup a free weblog and publish at least 2 posts on it. 

Steps for setting up an account and using Blogger: www.blogger.com
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Blogger Setup Tips:
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· Write down your username and password on the the last page! 
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· Write down your Blog address (URL) on the last page!
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· You can always change your template later. 

Blogger QuickStart Tips:

· To return to Blogger, visit www.blogger.com and log in. 

· Do NOT click "remember me" on a computer other people have access to with the same login you are using. 
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· From your DASHBOARD click on the name of your blog to view editing options. (Do NOT click "CREATE A BLOG" each time you log in.)
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· Click EDIT beside a message you want to edit or change.

· Click DELETE on the far right side of a post's entry to delete it.

· Click CREATE NEW POST to create a new message on your blog.
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· Click PUBLISH POST after you are finished.
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· Set preferred commenting preferences. (ANONYMOUS commenting is discouraged)
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· Click SETTINGS - MEMBERS to send email inviting others (like grade level teacher team members) to post to your blog. 
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Challenge 1: Read the article "Successful and Safe Educational Blogging" later. Discuss it with another teacher. 

Challenge 2: Use your blog account to communicate with parents: Post news, announcements, homework, supplementary lesson websites. Send your blog website address home with students to give to parents! 

Challenge 3: Use your blog to publish student work samples (with permission).

Challenge 4: Regularly visit Will Richardson's site, "Weblogg-Ed: The Read/Write Web in the Classroom" for ideas and tips on using blogs within instruction: www.weblogg-ed.com
